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Herseth: Budget Is Fiscally Reckless, Morally Irresponsible

News            from Rep. Stephanie Herseth           For Immediate Release           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449

HERSETH:            BUDGET IS FISCALLY RECKLESS, MORALLY IRRESPONSIBLE

Will            Vote Against Budget that Includes Trillions in Increased Deficits While            Cutting Necessary Resources for Veterans Benefits, Health Care and Education

April 6,            2006, Washington, D.C. -             As the House of Representatives this week debates the 2007 Budget Resolution,            U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth today outlined her opposition the budget            plan, which is fiscally irresponsible and cuts programs important to            South Dakotans. The budget currently under discussion creates deficits            totaling $1.1 trillion over the next five years, including a 2007 deficit            of $348 billion - the 4th largest deficit in history. Additionally,            it slashes funding for necessary programs including veterans' benefits,            health care and education, as well as the National Children's Study            and Urban Indian Health clinics. 

Herseth said, "This            is a fiscally reckless budget that creates deficits far into the future,            never reaching balance. It is also a morally irresponsible budget that            cuts critical services for programs important to rural America and South            Dakota, including veterans' benefits, health care programs and education            priorities. It also fails to address pressing Homeland Security needs,            including port security. As such, I will not support it."

Herseth outlined            several key ways in which the budget fails South Dakota:

    -  Over five years,              the budget slashes funding for veterans' health care by $6 billion              below current services. The resolution also includes the administration's              plan to increase TRICARE fees for military retirees under the age              of 65. Health care fees will triple for retired officers, double for              retired senior enlisted personnel, and increase by 40 percent for              junior enlisted retirees. 
    -  The budget resolution              also cuts funding for health care programs by $18.1 billion below              current services over five years, including elimination of the National              Children's Study. The Study was first authorized in 2000 and, just              last November, South Dakota State University was named as one of the              national Vanguard Centers. As such, SDSU would be a center for vital              research that will track the health and development of more than 100,000              children across the United States, following them from before birth              until age 21. The goal of the study is to improve the health and well-being              of children, and it is supported by a wide range of children's and              health care organizations around the country. 
    -  Additionally,              the budget keeps the President's recommended cuts to Urban Indian              Health clinics, which serve Native Americans in urban settings across              America. The resolution zeroes out entirely the funding for the program              and threatens three facilities in Pierre, Aberdeen, and Sioux Falls.              
    -   The Republican              budget fails to address serious problems with the implementation of              Medicare Part D. Earlier this year, Rep. Herseth hosted seven policy              forums across South Dakota on this new drug benefit. Herseth said,              "It was clear to me and those who participated that we need to              do more to improve the plan by extending the sign-up period and protecting              seniors from enrollment penalties. We also need to do more to help              local pharmacists, as these small businesses are carrying a huge part              of this burden. The budget resolution completely ignores these serious              problems to the detriment of many seniors, independent community pharmacists              and long-term care facilities." 
    -  The resolution              cuts funding for education and related programs below current services,              keeping the levels that the President recommended earlier this year.              For 2007, the cut to the Department of Education will be $2.2 billion              below last year's level, bringing the total shortfall for NCLB alone              since the legislation was enacted four years ago to more than $55              billion. 

House leadership            has indicated that the Budget Resolution will come to the Floor before            the end of the week. 
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